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ECPAT UK -  Information sheet

ECPAT UK is a leading children’s rights organisation campaigning against the exploitation of children. We produce valued research, campaign and lobby the Government, train frontline professionals to recognise and identify child victims of trafficking and work directly with victims in our Youth Group.
What is child trafficking?

Child trafficking is the movement or harbouring of children (anyone under the age of 18) for the purpose of exploitation. The trafficking of children is a process made up of three distinct phases: recruitment, movement/harbouring and exploitation. 

The recruitment stage can involve coercion, violence or being sold by a third party. It can also include deception, where a child may go willingly with an adult because they believe they are going to a better life, such as education, or respectable work. Parents can be persuaded that their children will have a better life elsewhere. Many children travel on false documents. One way in which traffickers exert control over victims of trafficking is to seize their passports and threaten them that if they escape, they will be deported and in trouble with the law. The creation of a false identity for a child can give a trafficker direct control over every aspect of a child’s life, for example, by claiming to be a parent. The child may be subjected to various forms of abuse to ensure the trafficker’s control over the child continues. Violence can be threatened and used towards the child and/or their family. The child can be kept isolated and without money. In some cases, juju or witchcraft may be used to frighten children into not disclosing what has happened to them. 

The movement of a child can occur across international borders or within one country, otherwise known as internal trafficking. Some trafficking is carried out by highly organised criminal gangs, but in other cases individual agents or adults traffic children to the UK for their own personal gain. Victims can end up in all regions of the UK, not just cities. 

Why is child trafficking possible and who are the victims?

Most people choose to exploit children for financial gain. This can include payment from or to the child’s parents. In most cases, the trafficker also receives payment from those wanting to exploit the child once in the UK. Children may be trafficked from a number of different countries for a variety of reasons, but there may be factors in the country of origin that make a child vulnerable to being a victim of trafficking. There are many such risk factors which include: poverty; lack of education; discrimination, cultural attitudes; grooming; dysfunctional families; political conflict; inadequate local laws and regulations.

Children can be used for one or more forms of exploitation. This may include: sexual exploitation; domestic servitude; forced labour (in sweatshops, restaurants, etc); benefit fraud and credit card fraud; forced criminality (including begging, pick-pocketing or other forms of petty criminal activity); agricultural labour (including tending plants in illegal cannabis farms); drug mules; illegal adoption; forced marriage. 
According to the UK Human Trafficking Centre’s Baseline Assessment, there were 489 children identified in 2011 as victims of trafficking. However, it acknowledged that there were likely to be more than this and we would certainly say this number is just the ‘tip of the iceberg’ as there is no centralised collection of data on child victims of trafficking. The 489 suspected child victims of trafficking identified in the Baseline Assessment came from 43 different countries – with the top 10 countries being Romania (20%), Vietnam (13%), Nigeria (11%), UK (9%), Slovakia (9%), Morocco (4%), China (3%), Bulgaria (2%), Albania (2%) and the Democratic Republic of Congo (2%). In these cases, the type of exploitation suffered by the children was unknown in 22% of cases. Where known, sexual exploitation was most prevalent (30%), followed by criminal exploitation (26%), labour exploitation (13%) and domestic servitude (7%), with some children suffering multiple abuses. Children can be any age but the majority are between 14 and 17.

Child protection and safeguarding children in the UK

In the UK there is a wealth of legislation and guidance related to child protection. This has been in existence for many years and sets out how organisations and individuals should work together to safeguard and promote the welfare of children and young people. ECPAT UK knows that there is a lack of awareness about trafficking among the public, social workers, police, teachers, health workers and others. We hope to change this and make sure child victims are identified and protected by delivering training.

Unfortunately, many children are arrested by the police for crimes they have been forced to commit or for being in the UK without legal status on false documents. ECPAT UK works to help these children overturn their convictions and raises awareness of the problem so that we help them and not punish them. 

An ECPAT UK study found that two-thirds of child victims of trafficking go missing from local authority care. Steps have been taken to improve this figure but it is still a huge problem as children will run back to traffickers out of duty and fear of reprisals run away in fear of being found by their traffickers or are picked up by their traffickers. This is often compounded by a lack of safe accommodation provision by local authorities. ECPAT UK campaigns for local authorities to keep children safe.

We believe that all victims should have someone who can act in their best interests, like a parent would, who has the authority to be able to make decisions for the child to keep them safe. This is why we are asking the Government to introduce a system of guardianship for child victims of trafficking: someone to be by their side and on their side. 
How you can help protect children everywhere

Fundraising for ECPAT UK is an exciting and challenging way to support our work to protect children from exploitation in the UK and overseas. Your support is greatly appreciated. No matter how big or small the sum you raise, you are making a vital difference to our ability to campaign and lobby government to protect children from exploitation in the UK and overseas.

Supporters raising funds for ECPAT UK have taken part in a variety of activities including running races, sponsored silences and parachute jumps. It is simple to set up an online fundraising page through JustGiving. Just visit http://www.justgiving.com/ecpatuk/raisemoney to make your own fundraising page and then ask people to sponsor you online. Alternatively, send us a cheque of money raised. Thank you. 

For more information on trafficking and our other work protecting children from sexual abuse by British nationals overseas, visit www.ecpat.org.uk. 
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