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Trafficking in human beings. Lithuania
Combating trafficking in human beings is a priority area of the Republic of Lithuania.  Lithuania was among the first EU Member States to approve a national action plan in 2002. Lithuania has implemented two programmes (2002–2004 and 2005–2008) and is currently running a third one (2009-2012) targeted at prevention and control of trafficking in human beings for sexual exploitation and prostitution. Since trafficking in human beings is a social phenomenon, Lithuania seeks to organize an efficient system for its control and prevention embracing educational, socioeconomic, healthcare, legal, scientific, organizational, financial and other measures. 
On 12 February 2008 Lithuania has signed the Council of Europe Convention on Action Against Trafficking in Human Beings.  A working group was formed by the Minister of the Interior with the task to review compliance of Lithuanian legislation with the Convention and Directive 2011/36/EU of the European Parliament and the Council on preventing and combating trafficking in human beings and protecting victims, repealing Framework Decision 2002/629/JHA.

The working group has already drafted legislation required to ratify the Convention and now these draft laws and the law concerning the ratification of the Convention must be adopted in the Parliament.
Domestic legal framework on trafficking in human beings in principle complies with international and EU law. Trafficking in human beings as a separate criminal offence is criminalised since 1998. 

The Criminal Code provides for criminal liability for trafficking in human beings for exploitation for forced labour, prostitution, pornography, removal of the victim’s organ, tissue or cells, whereas trafficking in children is criminalized separately. As of 2005, criminal liability for trafficking in human beings has also been imposed on legal entities. Furthermore, criminal liability has been established for other offences relating to trafficking in human beings such as profiting from another person’s prostitution, involvement into prostitution, illicit cross-border trafficking of persons, exploitation for forced labour, etc. The Administrative Code lays down administrative liability for engaging in prostitution and for using prostitution services for compensation.

The problematic aspect of prohibiting trafficking in human beings in Lithuania is that EU and international law, in contrast to the Lithuanian criminal law, associates the notion of trafficking in human beings with any exploitation of a person (not limited to the exploitation of persons for prostitution or pornography or for forced labour). In addition, EU and international law has a longer list of aggravating circumstances.  As it was already mentioned, the new amendments to the Criminal Code address these drawbacks mentioned above.
The new amendments of the Criminal Code include additional forms of exploitation and give the non-finite list of different forms of exploitation. 
It is also clearly stated that the consent of a victim of trafficking in human beings to the exploitation, whether intended or actual, shall be irrelevant.  
Following the Article 24 of the Convention, the new additional aggravating circumstances were set forth in the Criminal Code (the offence deliberately or by gross negligence endangered the life of the victim; the offence was committed by a public official in the performance of her/his duties). 
The amendments also include a provision which will allow national authorities not to prosecute or impose penalties on victims of trafficking in human beings for their involvement in criminal activities they have been compelled to commit.

Lithuania is a state of origin, transit and destination. Different legal liability for prostitution services varying from state to state also contributes to the spread of trafficking in human beings, particularly so after Lithuania joined the Schengen area. Police practitioners report more investigations on organizing, involving into and profiting from prostitution in Lithuania and abroad. Trafficking in human beings is a latent crime as not every woman who suffers from trafficking in human beings for sexual exploitation applies for help, which means that no accurate information on the extent of trafficking in human beings is available. Nearly all investigations of trafficking in human beings conducted to date relate to sexual exploitation inside the country or export to another country, therefore Lithuania possesses experience of combating this particular form of trafficking in human beings, although our country also carries out its first investigations on trafficking in human beings for forced labour and exploitation for forced labour. Most pre-trial investigations in Lithuania are completed by referring the case to court.

According to the statistical data provided, in 2011 -   44 persons faced allegations, 28 persons were prosecuted and 17 were imprisoned for the offences of human trafficking. 

Lithuania has built a network of police officers in charge of dealing with trafficking in human beings – a specialised unit at the Lithuanian Criminal Police Bureau in Vilnius with responsible officials appointed at local police institutions, i.e. in each of the ten counties.

The police highly focus on working with (potential) victims of trafficking in human beings. Public authorities and specialized NGOs are invited to co-operate. The return of victims to their country of origin is organized and victims are offered help from NGOs. Websites of local police institutions provide relevant legal information on prevention and control of trafficking in human beings, trust lines, and encourage the population to report cases of trafficking in human beings or forced prostitution. An e-mail account has been created to receive information relating to trafficking in human beings. Police officers co-operate with the media and provide preventive information to the public.

Every year, the Ministry of Social Security and Labour publishes tenders for projects of social assistance to human trafficking victims and their social reintegration. The selected projects are aimed at providing social assistance to victims of human trafficking by providing temporary shelter and meals, helping to process documents, providing psychological, medical and other assistance, helping to reunite with family and friends; solve the problems of education, vocational training and employment; carry out preventative work, train social workers and volunteers to work with victims of human trafficking. 

